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4 J&M Foods, Tops
N In Cheese Strawss
Keeping Ovens Hot

By Mark Friedman

i sl i u i L] | o

of Lirle Rock was geang dircugh a divores sl
wzecher] iash,

5o she lired up her oven and started baking and sell-
ing G guanihmother's cheese scraws, those gowomst
pascries abous the siee of 3 pinkie with a bold chedda
cheese flavor

‘The iems ook off with the help of Parham's daugh-
ter, Metanic Fox. wha is the *M* m J&cM Toods Inc.
of Lictle Rock.

wer che years, sales elimbed and now sop 52 mil-
liom snoually, although Greg Parham, Jeries son and
direcror of zales and markezing for J&M, woulin't be

|
\ el
mre specific,
ﬁ Althaugh Fox and Jamie Parham doa’t handie the
-

M'URF. THAN 20 YEARS A0, JAMIE PARHAM

dig-to-clay business anymere, 1500 = sl in che hands
al the Lamily with Greg Parham and his braches-in-law,
Goott Thibault, ronmnog the operation.
Tor keap upy with the growrh, in Ocmober 2006 [30M
Foods for che first time hought s own planc, [échd
' moved inco & A5,000-5F warchouse on 21 acres in casc
L . : Lirtle Bock ac #1000 Fraver Pike Road, which ic bought
for 5225 000 in the fall of 2007,
Hemo facuzyil vight, avd sons, Remao Vo, fofs, ond Paedo ave turning out bai tubs 2t fason Blernationsl, JBCM nowr §s looking 1o keep the ovens haking vear-
rovod. In che thicd ._.-1-::| fourrh quarsers, thees shifrs a
day are reonired o keop up with ssssonal demand for

Jacuzzi [lame I_%emains an lecon oo
For Family Business, Home Spa
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WHAT’S INSIDE |

By Gzeorge Waldon Although she brmily conpection established
Eai e hpg. o by the Immigrmt brothers and solidified by their

affspring is pone, vestiges of rhe orginal Jacozzi

In ITS HEY DAY, JACITZZT BROTTIERS IMC, contpany do remain in Ackansas. ot only one; a
i[was focognized as the crmsunmmate fmily bus: manufacrurer of home spas and relased priduces,
ness and iconic Auncrican succed stosy, The has any atfiliacion wich the nemesike Ty
mznefacoiring snzerprise is remetherad s an e Tasom Iofernational Inc of Morch Linle Rock [
vative ventuze where scorcs of Jacuzzis and their 15 home to the largest gathering of Jacuze Fandly
relaryves worked over the vears. smernbers working togethes in Ackansas. i
Members 0 the Jacuzzi femily fivst came o The cumpany was launched nearly 26 vears 0 —
Arkansas during the sary 19605 as part of gy by Rerne Jacuesi, the ';.:1.':|1|:]'_| child af E—
corporate expansion that vielded moro conteal Valeriana Javwze, the second-born of the ariginal =
Arleanzas plants, Producoon of che Famed Jacozzi [acosed «;mﬂ- BT, —4
spas staves] behing in Californiz. The full-time ernployee roster at Jason —
The artginal family business consinues enina loaeenational, which nombers sbout 100, 1ncindas —
minrphen] corporat exsstence more than 35 vears  vwo soms, Rema W, vice oresidene of manufac- - = —
FnCe QL& -'-‘:-IJ11I-|IIIF by seven Fralian Srothers iz ruring, anc Paulo, communicacions: manager: a Fﬂmllf Owned Bank —_—
Antioch, Calil, The Barnous Iacuzz name, which daughter, leanifer; vios president of torporate P Giylon Grwsie 0 oanit his herk- =z
hecams forever dentified with 'l-'r'I'.l]l'-.Fl'_'lﬂ'] baths devaio punent: A pephew, Thanss, director of s Ceni'e larils v wenlured intn Tennesssa ———:
and spas, lives on as a rrademarcked line of pred al - aad Mzt Page 18-18 =
LIS, JACUZEN (Comtiseed as Page 1a) =
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Jacuzzi: An Arkansas
Business Since 1960s
fi ot friam P..Tge' 1l

ness development; and s cousin,
Richard, reginnal sales manager,

Four grandchildren work ar che
;‘r!:l:lkl liu:i:lip, tlee samuimer, |.'4.'.!lll\'_'.‘\.l‘:l'nlljj'l;I1
a chird peneranion of Jacuzzis ar Jason
Intecnational. Are they inccrested in
pursiing 4 carcer in the family busi-
ness?

*I think so.” =aid Remo [acuzzi,
whi graduated wich degrees in busi-
ness  adminiszeation and  mechani-
cal engineening at the University of
Cahfornia at Berkeley. *1 doa't make
g g 1ssue about that, Whatever they
chowse, they need o have their heart
o

Before starting his company, Remo
Jacozz worked 23 vears with Jacuzz
Brothers, fiest m Calsfornia, then aver-
seeing the turnaround of the com-
|:'|:|r|'|'l"¢ !"Ir:l.l'illi]'l'l I.I]_'II.'T.I'ii,:lrl'h.

Adter the 1972 sale of Jacuzs
Brathers, Remo Jacurzs was asked
tr stay aboard and manage the Lirtle
Rock division, where planrs in Lictle
Rock and Lonoke produced water
PUIE,  SwWimnving  pool  eguipincar,
marine jet propulsion unis, air com-
pressors and gas barbecue grifls,

He accepted the offer bur decided to
leave afrer only owo vears.

"I found the company wasnt the
same anyvmore,” HRemo Jacurz said,
“It wasn't family-owned. [t didn't have
the same feeling of working for yvour-
self and vour family, That swas impor-
tant.”

Instead he deciled o start wp his
own family business, choosing a name
derived from his position tn the Jacuzzi
Brothers family tree: JAcpen SOMN,
The corporate momiker alsa reflects a
contractual F;r-‘:-|1i|!'-i|if‘\-r| Feorm L:!,ir_lE-; the
iradernarked Jacuzz namw, which was
wealid .|J|'.1'||:; with the COMmpany.

In advertising: s new vemture,
Rema Jacuess noted his lamily legacy
it signed ohservation that also made
indivect reference po the Jacozzi trade-
imarh, "}-.'1:. Connpkany 14 l:-u:]djuh che
binese spa oo the mrarker I wish 1eould
PRIT Oy msEine o it

In 1992, a disagreemsent with coLs-
in Boy Jacuzzi, who was still with the
former family business, led 1o a law-
st gnd setdement invobong the use
of *Remo Jacuza" 1o associacon with
|ason International.

The dispute underscored  Jaszon
International’s position a5 a compet
tor of the Jacuwez line.

“We both have a lor of compen

tors, Bemo Jacaen said, “A bew vears £

agn 1 counted about 168, and thats
st o Hhes conmtry”

He wished things: couldve turned
et 1!i|r.l-'rlq,:II:|5|' :_:ml il i||l|1:rr|.:|.| I.||ui|'|-
p-:_:-liTi;.'s hadn'e toreed the =ale of the
original family busimess.

“1 personally thaughs it was a mis-
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Five of the original iciezss brochers (left to right i ehe fromt e Candido, Gelinda, Joseplh, Frank and Valeriano) pase
aath therr Inmoative fet pumps and employees in g photo dating from civea 19410,

take,” BRemo Jucuzzi said of the major-
ity decision to sell in 1979 “The name
alone was worth more than the com:
pamy soid for.”

Jacuzzi Brothers Inc., with domesne
and roternational holdings, sold for
573 mullion t0 3 MNew Jersey conglom
erate, Waker Kidde e, The Jacozs
operations went through a series of
owners, Both public and prvate, and
wome subsicdares were sold off,

Kidde was acqumimed in Angnst 1987
in a %1.7 hilhon deal by Hansom
[|:|_|.|.'\.I:r'i|'.-..._ ithe TES, arm o Hinson
Trust of the United Kingdom.

The renamed Jacuza [ae was
among 34 American holdings spun ofl
in 1995 w roem LS. Industries. Tha
puhlic company, in rurn, was renamed

lacuzzi Brancs Inc. im 2003,

Based in West Palm Beach, Fla., |Bl
returned to private ownership lase year
in a 51.25 Wllion cash sale o Apollo
Management Litd. of New York, In
its lmst fiscal vear 35 a pubhe venrore,
Jacuzzr Brands récorded net income of
S40.4 million on revenue of 531.2 Wl
lion on Sept. 30, 2004,

Eemo Jacuzzi covers much of the
family and corporate history in a book
he werare, “Sparit, Wend 8 Warer,”

“I always remember the adage, 'The
I'|'r:q.r_ Et‘l?t‘riﬁl_il_:lﬁ th A f;z:l:l”:.l starks a
business: the second t':c_:--'ll'l-:lh it. and
the thired sells or destrovs ' he
werobe. “Tn the case of our faimly, both
the founding and rhe second genera-
tipns allowed the accureences thar led

reraans

Manufacteraeg pome. spas
Irrersational i Morth Little Rock. Frome left 1o right are brothers Rewio V.
and Paslo with thefr father, Bemo Jacuzed.

demrze famety fradition g Tasom

to the sale of our company.™

The 175,000-5F Jacozzi plant in
Litcle Bock, sull in operation modav,
was sold on Ocr, 2, 2004, for 593
million o Franklin Electric Co. of
Bluftron, Ind. In the aftermath, the
Jacuzzl line of pumps, a foundational
produce for the orginal family busi-
ness, was redesignated as the [-Class,

Morth Amencan Maorine [et Inc. of
Benoon purchazed the entire produce
line af Jacuzzr et dove propulsion sys-
tenss froon [acuze: Brothers in 1955

This product was manutactared
at the Lcompany’s 82 {Hl{)-5F Lonoke
tecility. The plant = now home to
MET Fastening, which produces fas
Lening systems thal moorporate haoles,
nirs, rivers, washers and more as well
ws redated |:-|-:.l|.||:|LIa..

Eill Bowen, prce-:il.la.'rll af the Litele
Rock Chamber of Commerce in 1962,
cemmembers the recruitment edlorl that
broaght Jacuzzi o Arkanias more
than 0 vears ago.

Key components of the deal, which
resulted in more than 300 new jobs,
were the offer of free land and a2 tax-
free bond 1ssue 1o finance conscric-
Cicin.

“They became a werv significant
corporate plaver in Arkansas ar that
time,” said Bowen, who later served
eight vears as a corporaie attoraey for
Jacuzzi

The famuly’s legacy continues on
with Bemis Jacuzei’s Jason International
and portons of the former  Jacwes:
ermpare operating under outside owner

ship, |



